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great ordnance, and she returned shot againe. But when the
admirals ship came up, he discharged sixe peeces together out of
his prow; and then her maine-yard fell downe. After that she
shot no more, nor any of our shippes, fearing least some un-
fortunate shot might light betweene wind and water and so
sinke her (for the generall was very carefull). So the fight ceased
till the morning. At the breake of day the captaine, with some of
'the rest, entred their boate, and the Hector, being next her,
called them to come aboord him; and Maister John Middleton,
the captaine, being vice-admirall, brought the boate and
captaine aboord the generall; to whom they rendered their
shippe and goods. The generall presently caused all the chiefe
men of the prize to be placed aboord our shippes, and onely
placed but foure of our men aboord the prize, for feare of
rifling and pillaging the good things that were within her; and
those foure suffered none other to come aboord, and their
charge was, if anything should be missing, to answer the same
out of their wages and shares. For when the shippe was unladen,
the boateswaine and the marriners of the same shippe did
wholly unlade her, and none of ours came within her to doe any
labour. Onely they received the goods into their boates, and
carried them aboord such shippes as the generall apointed them
to doe. So that by this order there was neither rifling, theeving,
pillaging, or spoiling; which otherwise would hardly have been
avoyded in such businesse as this. Within five or sixe daies we
had unladen her of nine hundred and fiftie packes of calicoes and
pintados, besides many packets of merchandize. She had in her
much rice and other goods, whereof we made small account.
Now a storme arising, all their men were set aboord, and we left
her riding at an anchor1.
This shippe came from a place called St. Thoma, that lyeth
in the Bay of Bengala, and was going for Malaca*. When we
intercepted her, she had in her above sixe hundred persons, men,
women, and children. Her burthen was nine hundred tuns. The
generall would never goe aboord to see her; and his reason was to
1 According to Speilbergen this was on 10 October.
* As stated later, her name was Santo Antonio. According to a letter from
Goa, given in Archivo Portuguez-Oriental, Fasc. i, pt. ii, p. no, her cargo was
worth over 300,000 cruzados.